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SUB J : PAKISTAN LIKELY NOT TO HOST ASIAN GAMES 

REFERENCE: EMB MEMCON OF 20 MAY 75 

1. WITHIN LAST TWO DAYS, TWO AUTHORITATIVE SOURCES 
HAVE INFORMED EMBASSY THAT GOP HAS TAKEN DECISION NOT 
TO HOST 1978 ASIAN GAMES. REASON GIVEN WAS COSTS WHICH 
WERE RECENTLY ESTIMATED TO BE $125 MILLION EQUIVALENT. 

2. FOR SEVERAL WEEKS, CONTROLLED PAK PRESS HAS HINTED 
THAT ALL WAS NOT WELL WITH THE GAMES. LATEST HINT CAME 
FROM PRC AMBASSADOR WHO TOLD PRESS MAY 26 THAT CHINA 
WILL GO AHEAD WITH ITS COMMITMENT TO CONSTRUCT A SPORTS 
COMPLEX IN ISLAMABAD EVEN IF A DECISION IS TAKEN NOT 

TO HOLD THE GAMES. 

3 COMMENT: FROM OUR SOURCES, WE TEND TO BELIEVE 
PAKISTAN HAS BACKED OUT OF THE GAMES. 
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DELIBERATIONS ON NEXT YEAR'S GOP BUDGET. WE SUSPECT 
DECISION WILL NOT BE PUBLICILY ANNOUNCED UNTIL AFTER GOP 
NOTIFIES OTHER ASIAN GAMES MEMBER COUNTRIES. THE DECISION 
NOT TO HOST GAMES WILL LIKELY HAVE LITTLE EFFECT ON US 
INTERESTS HERE. FROM RECENT CONVERSATION WITH GOP DIRECTOR 
GENERAL FOR EIGHTH ASIAN GAMES IN ISLAMABAD. EMBOFFS 
GATHERED THERE WAS LITTLE SCOPE FOR POTENTIAL US COMMERCIAL 
SALES OF SPORTS EQUIPMENT SINCE PARS WERE APPARENTLY 
PLANNING ON GETTING MOST OF THEIR IMPORTED EQUIPMENT FROM 
PRC AND TIED (EASTERN EUROPEAN) SOURCES. FROM INTERNAL 
ECONOMIC VIEWPOINT. DECISION TO CANCEL THIS PRESTIGE 
PROJECT SHOULD FREE MORE RESOURCES FOR MORE ESSENTIAL 
PROJECTS. 

BYROADE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ATHLETIC PRESENTATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 27 MAY 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975ISLAMA04746 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 84-0792 
From: ISLAMABAD 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975051 7/aaaaapjs. tel 

Line Count: 75 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 EMB MEMCON OF 20, 75 MAY 75 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 AUG 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <06 AUG 2003 by MartinML>; APPROVED <25 NOV 2003 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PAKISTAN LIKELY NOT TO HOST ASIAN GAMES 
TAGS: EGEN, BTIO, PK 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



